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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

MINUTES  

September 08, 2020  7:00 p.m. 

 
1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Hess 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present- Hess, Meert, Sell, Richardson, Stack  

4. Consent Agenda:    Motion made by Sell, supported by Stack, to accept consent agenda and 

Minutes from August 11, 2020.  All yes, motion carried. 

5. Monthly Bills:  Motion made by Meert, supported by Hess, to pay the bills in the amount 

of $17,880.17 as printed with permission to pay any regular bills that may come in. All yes, 

motion carried.  

6. Public Comment: Richardson stated that 8 years ago when he became a member of the 

township board, he stated on record that if anybody ever wanted to know something, we 

would try to find out.  A resident recently asked him if Mr. Hess had a building permit.  If 

somebody wants me to ask something, I don’t have a problem asking.  I wasn’t happy with 

the way that went down and feel it was wrong the way Hess handled it. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  None 

8. Committee Reports: 

A. Sheriff Report-submitted   The Deputy Liaison went over the report and 

explained that he is here to answer questions and welcomes all questions from the 

Board and citizens at the meeting.  He takes any concerns or questions from the 

Board or citizens back to the Sheriff.  There is the Sheriff’s Website at 

VBCSheriff.com where you can fill out a form for short term extra patrol in a 

certain area.  There is a form for vacant property check as well.  

B. Fire Department: submitted   35 calls for August.  

C. Planning Commission:  Richardson stated that the PC held a Special Meeting for 

3 Special Use Public Hearings on August 31.  One was passed with conditions, 

one was withdrawn, and one was postponed and being resubmitted at a later date.  

Richardson asked Jim Kehoe, PC Chair to speak.  Jim Kehoe stated that Rebecca 

Harvey and Bear Priest questioned why the PC does not have regular monthly 

meetings scheduled as most townships do.  Pine Grove PC Bylaws state that the 

PC will meet 4 times a year.  Special meetings are called when a Special Use 

Public Hearing is needed and cannot wait for the next regular meeting of the PC, 

and is quite costly.  Kehoe asked if the PC could schedule monthly meetings and 

then cancel any of the monthly meetings that there was no business to attend to.  

This way, everyone would tentatively have it on their schedules. Hess stated to 

have revised PC Bylaws drafted and bring to the next Board Meeting. 

D. Treasurer’s Report:  Checking: $907,747.46   Savings: $199,891.91  T&A:  

$10,792.71   Tax:  $32,162.62     

E. County Commission Report:  submitted     

F. Road Commission Report: None   Hess stated that he talked with the Road 

Commission about Fog Seal.  The Road Commission is down to one truck and it 

is extensive pre-prep work to get ready to apply the Fog Seal.  It should have 

been done this last month but RC was not able to do it.  This was already 
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budgeted in Pine Grove Twp. budget and it is getting too late in the season to be 

done properly.  Motion made by Richardson, supported by Meert to cancel 

the fog seal by the Road Commission.  Ayes – 4 Nay – 1.  Motion carried. 

G. Ambulance Report:  None 

9. Old Business: 

A.  None 

10. New Business: 

A.  Request for Deputy Clerk Raise: Motion made by Stack, supported by 

Richardson to raise only the Deputy Clerk wage from $12 to $15 per hour.  

Roll Call:  Richardson – yes,  Meert – yes, Hess – yes, Sell – yes,  Stack – yes.  

All yes, motion carried. 

B. KABA Request for Village of Richland to Join – Last month Galesburg 

requested membership in KABA and Pine Grove Twp. had made and approved a 

motion to allow Galesburg to join, however, KABA voted and did not approve 

Galesburg membership.  KABA has now petitioned for Richland to join KABA.  

Motion made by Hess, supported by Sell to allow Richland membership into 

KABA.  Roll Call:  Richardson – yes, Meert – yes, Hess – yes, Sell – yes, 

Stack – yes.  All yes, motion carried. 

C. Remote Deposit TCF – Chemical Bank has merged with TCF Bank (Treating 

Customers Fairly) and no longer provides a courier service where they drive here 

and pick up checks for deposit.  Sell stated that she is looking at implementing 

remote deposit for tax checks.  Sell negotiated a zero-monthly fee for the service 

(down from $75) and they will provide the scanner/reader to read the checks.  

Motion made by Meert, supported by Richardson to go to Remote Deposit 

through Chemical TCF Bank with a zero monthly fee.  All yes, motion 

carried.  

11. Public Discussion:  Tim Smith, Pine Grove Ordinance Enforcement Officer, provided 

pictures of neglected single wide trailer on 32nd St., near North Lake, on a very small lot. .59 

acres.  Smith has worked with KABA and wants assurances that the township will back the 

decision by providing the demolition if the courts deem the trailer needs to be demolished.  

The property was sold in the last few years for back taxes and the new owner is now 

delinquent in taxes.    Motion made by Hess, supported by Richardson, to direct Tim 

Smith, Pine Grove Ordinance Enforcement Officer to start the process of taking this 

property through the court system for determination of demolition.  All yes, motion 

carried.  

12. Member Comment:  Meert stated that there is property that adjoins the back of the township 

parking lot that is for sale and wonders if the Township should buy this 3.7-acre property for 

future township use.  Hess will contact the Realtor for more information. 

13. Adjournment:  8:18 p.m. 

  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Twp. Clerk 


